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LYRIC. 



Why is my bosom so heavy and sad, 

Why drops these tears from my eyes ? 
All things around me seem happy and glad, 

Yet my heart sorrowing cries — 
O my lov'd home — mountain and stream, 

Hill, rock and valley, and murmuring rill; 
Parted from thee, my life seems a sad dream, 

And my heart sorrowing turns to thee still. 
Eodelin — Eodelin, 
Lov'd native home. 

Can I forget where my lips first drew life, 
The home where my forefathers dwelt; 
The Altar where sinking from anguish and 
strife 
For help and for comfort I've knelt. 
O my lov'd home — turning to thee, 

Faster the tear-drops fall from my eyes; 
Strangers look cheeringly, kindly on me, 
But my heart, pining and sorrowing, cries, 
Eodelin — Eodelin, 
Lov'd native home. 

H. o. w. 



STRAUSS AND HIS SOPHIE WALTZ. 



Strauss is a second Orpheus, whose tender- 
moaning, spirit-stirring, love-kissing music 
conquers the most inveterate enemy of Terp- 
sichore; whose magic sounds soothe hearts, 
still sighs, dry tears, tame wild beasts, and 
move the stones themselves. Strauss has 
written waltzes that are more to me than 
many operas. In several of his measures 
there is often more melody than in as many 
scores of other musicians. What a fullness 
of siren beauty, what an inexhaustible fount 
of ever-gushing melody ! And not the melo- 
dy alone — the rhythm also, with magical in- 
fluence, seizes the brain and enters the heart. 
His violin is a talisman by which he draws 
from the depths of the human soul brightest 
joy and deepest woe, and mingles them with 
master hand. The bow with which he draws 
these many-colored tones from his instru- 
ment is a magic wand which touches the 
grief-torn soul with the healing balsam of 
joy, and lends her wings to mount up into 
the heaven of peace. There are waltz com- 
positions as rich in melody, but few as rich 
in melting rhythm, as those of Strauss — by 
times skipping, humming, waltzing, gliding, 
and dancing, so inviting, so irresistible, that 
no dancer can withstand their witching in- 
fluence. He is the idol of women. In every 
house, on every piano in Vienna lies Strauss's 
waltzes. He has written over two hundred — 
all are favorites, all are sung, and trilled and 
played throughout Europe. Cobbler and 
dandy hum and pipe th'W We hear them 
in the street, at the ball, in the garden, and 
at tlie theatre. The dancing Viennese carry 
him on their shoulders and shout, " Strauss 
for ever t" 

This Strauss, this waltz hero, loved the 
daughter of a count. Sophie was her name. 
Her eye was bluer than Haley's heaven, and 
softer than the sweet light of the evening 
'*'" Grace and beauty were in every 



star. 



motion, and music in every tone. In a 
word, Sophie was beautiful— dazzlingly beau- 
tiful. He would have given worlds to have 
won but one glance of love, but she was cold 
and stern. Madness, indeed, for a poor mu- 
sician, with nothing but his violin, to dare to 
love the high-born Sophie, who had as many 
noble ancestors as he had waltzes. 
"Impertinent!" said Sophie; and when 



he came to give her brother a lesson on the 
violin, she scarcely gave him a look. 

Shortly afterward, Sophie was bethrothed 
to Count Eobert, Lord Chamberlain, who 
had, indeed, as many proud ancestors as 
Sophie, but, beyond these and his titles, had 
nothing of which he could boast. 

One day when Strauss chanced to be alone 
with Sophie, he sank upon Ms knees before 
her, and, with burning words, declared his 
love, and besought her to give him but one 
word or look of love ere he was quite driven 
to despair. But neither tears nor protesta- 
tions moved her; she was cold and unfeeling 
as marble. 

"I am an affianced bride," she said, haugh- 
tily, ''and if I were not, think you I would 
become the wife of a poor musician ?" 

She turned scornfully away and left him 
alone in his grief and despair. The repent- 
ance which awoke in the heart of Sophie, 
unhappily came too late. The bridegroom 
and her father hastened the marriage — in 
eight days she would be the wife of Count 
Robert. The ceremony was to be per- 
formed in the great saloon of the city, and 
the count called on Strauss to request him to 
lead the orchestra on that occasion, and to 
honor his bride with the composition of a 
new waltz. 

Strauss, the most miserable man in God's 
universe, promised him both. 

' ' He wishes to wound me yet more deeply, " 
said the unhappy man to himself; ' ' but I for- 
give him; and may she be happy — may she 
never repent her choice." 

He addressed himself earnestly to his 
work. This waltz should be the interpreter 
of bis passion -and his grief to Sophie. • It 
should challenge at least her pity, if not her 
love. When all the great city slept, Strauss 
took his violin, opened his window, gazed 
out into the cold night, and improvised and 
moaned forth his sad tale of woe to the sweet 
stars above that looked kindly down on the 
desolate and heart-stricken. 

The day of the wedding came at last. This 
fierce agony of love had given him a waltz every 
measure of which spoke a longing sorrow, 
a wailing woe. The hall glistened and shone 
with bright jewels and brighter eyes; but 
Sophie was more gloriously beautiful than 
all. The richest gems lent their charms and 
then" lustre; the pure myrtle wreath bloomed 
in her golden hair, and the rare and costly 
bridal veil shaded her beautiful features 
from the full gaze of the adoring crowd. 

Strauss, a haggard, emaciated man, with 
brilliant, piercing black eyes, sharp, strong- 
ly-marked features, dressed from head to 
foot in black, as though he had assumed this 
mourning livery for the bride now dead to 
him, stood sad and silent in the gallery 
above, directing' the movements of the or- 
chestra. 

Sophie danced now with one, now with 
another of the wedding guests, and as often 
as she paused after the giddy whirl of the 
dance, she turned her eyes toward the pale, 
grief-stricken Strauss, in his robes of sorrow 
and mourning, and met his piercing look of 
despairing love. 

It was more than pity she felt — it was re- 
morse, it was kindling love. A terrible pain 
awoke in her heart, like a swelling stream, 
growing ever wider and deeper, threatening 
to owerwhelm and destroy her quite. Gladly 
she would have wept, but dared not. It 
sounded twelve o'clock, and Strauss gave the 
signal for the performance of the new waltz. 
The gay dancers stood up, Sophie on the 



arm of the happy bridegroom. All stand 
spell-bound with the wondrous witchery of 
those magio sounds. They forgot to dance — 
they gazed wonderingly up at the pale man 
in block, whose griefrtorn soul breathed out 
its woe through the sounding strings of his 
instrument' His bow moved — with his heart 
went his spirit. The bridegroom led off. 
They dance, and dance. Strauss follows the 
flying pair with tearful eyes, with a torn 
heart. They dance, and dance, and dance, 
and will never cease. Strauss plays, and 
plays, and plays, and will never stop this 
wonderful waltz, which so fearfully affects 
both him and them. They dance and dance ; 
he plays and plays. Suddenly the E of his 
violin snaps, and in that moment Sophie falls, 
dead Upon the floor. Violin and bow fall 
from his trembling hands, and with a cry of 
horror, he shrieked, "Sophie!" and fell 
fainting on the floor. 

Since Sophie's death, the waltz is called by 
her name. Strauss loved her till his death. 
He, too, is now dead, but his charming 
Sophie waltz lives yet. 



New Compositions by Rossini. — Last Sat- 
urday, Sept. 21st-, Rossini's saloons were 
filled with a large assembly, eager to listen 
to some new compositions for' the pianoforte 
from the pen of the great maestro — viz., ( 
1. Gymnastique d'tcartment, etude; 2. Pre- 
lude de Vamien regime; 3. "Unrein," valse 
de boudoir. The etude is a very character- 
istic and ingenious piece, full of verve, and 
strictly keeping to the title. The prelude 
begins with a lovely melody in the pastoral 
style, followed by a masterly fugue, and 
finishing with the introductory melody. It 
elicited great enthusiasm. What a pity the 
prelude is not published, and that the musi- 
cal world is deprived of such a perfect gem. 
Of the valse de boudoir, much- -cannot be said. 
It is, indeed, un rein. The three pieces were 
played with great delicacy and expression by 
a youthful and very talented pianist, M. 
Albert Lavignac. Among the company were 
Prince Belgiogoso (the composer of a Stabat 
Metier), Federico Lini, Mr. Goldberg and his 
sister Madame Marini Goldberg (the once 
popular prima-donna), and Mr. Ferdinand 
Hiller. The last played some of his masterly 
fugues, and created quite a, furore, and when 
he rose from the piano, Rossini embraced 
him heartily. 

— - y <-»-► i 

Hamburgh. — Offenbach's "Daphnis und 
Chloe " has been successfully produced. 



ART MATTERS. 



Mr. Putnam's cosy little gallery will well 
repay a visit just at present.. Setting aside 
the pictures, there is a home-like, comforta- 
ble air about the establishment that is emi- 
nently enticing ; you can find here all the 
latest art publications, and everything is 
conducted in such a quiet, yet elegant man- 
ner, that you feel inclined to moke yourself 
perfectly at home — throw yourself into an 
arm-chair and give yourself up to the soft- 
ening, influences of literature and art. This 
is just the thing we have wanted in New York 
for years — a place that shall be elegant, yet 
not gaudy, in its fittings — a place where good 
books as well as good pictures can. Always be 
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found, and where art will be presented" to 
us in its most attractive form. For it would 
appear that we must gild around art to make 
the people thoroughly enjoy it — it would need 
no gilding if we all thoroughly understood 
and appreciated it, but we do not; hence the 
larger the number of galleries such as Mr. 
Putnam's, the greater will be the chance of 
bringing painters and pictures prominently 
before the public. 

Prominent among the . pictures which at- 
tract the eye at this gallery is' a picture, by 
Flagg, of "Columbus and the Egg." Mr. 
Fhtgg's" "picture" does not attract fhe eye from, 
its merit, however, but rather from its glar- 
ing demerits. It is a curious picture this — 
a kind of negative work. It has its. good 
points, but they are so greatly overshadowed 
by its bad ones, that it is somewhat difficult 
to distinguish them. The color is unques- 
tionably rich and luminous, although affect- 
ed; but the drawing is so intensely funny 
that one is almost apt to pass over this one 
merit and utterly condemn the entire work. 
This would hardly be fair. Mr. Flagg has 
evidently devoted much time and attention 
to this picture, and so far as color goes, has 
made a success ; but he has the same bad 
fault that characterizes much of our figure 
painting — a purely siiperficial knowledge of 
composition. "Were the figures in his pic- 
ture grouped more gracefully and less stiff 
in drawing, it might be a meritorious work. 
' MeEntee has^ here two pictures painted in 
his best vein; '"Auturnh " 'and "Esopus 
Valley." The first is one of those exquisite 
pieces of autumn coloring in which Mr. Mc- 
Entee takes such delight, the second a gor- 
geous sunset, which, for richness of color 
and vigor of execution, is simply charming. 

Bierstadt has a sunset, too, which is de- 
cidedly fine. It is a small picture, but is 
lacking in all that photographic minuteness 
with which Mr. Bierstadt is so apt to fill his 
pictures, to the great detriment of their art- 
istic value and truthfulness to nature. 

A " Sunset over the Sea," by J. S. Bar- 
row, is particularly worthy of mention as 
giving great promise of future excellence. 
The sky is painted with great delicacy and 
feeling, while the water is wonderfully tran- 
sparent and full of motion. 

Some "Partridge Chickens," by Water- 
man, are particularly commendable for their 
fine color and intrinsic truthfulness. I do 
not hesitate to say that this picture is equal, 
if not superior, to anything of the sort yet 
painted, even by Tait, who has made this 
style of subject a speciality. 

A delightful little picture is Brevoort's 
" Frosty Morning. " Mr. Brevoort is an ar- 
tist who always brings us face to face with 
nature. . There is never anything forced or 
sensational in his work, but it is always 
marked by delicacy, purity and grace. 



An "Adirondack Lake," by- Hows* is one 
of the best works we have yet had from the 
pencil of this artist. Mr. Hows would ap- 
pear to work con amove in his treatment of 
Adirondack subjects, some of the pictures 
he has given us of this region giving a more' 
thorough idea of the wildness and spirit of 
the country than any we have ever seer. 
The present work is pre-eminently noticeable 
for its sweet color, and admirable feeling of 
atmosphere. 

The artists still linger, &c, &c, &c. I 
am so heartily tired of writing this sentence, 
as is probably the whole critical fraternity, 
that it wbiird'bea'real'ch'afltyon the part of 
the artists to come to town and do away with 
the necessity for it. 

The panorama of the "Pilgrim," now on 
exhibition- at "Bunyan Hall," late Dr. 
Cheever's Church, will well repay a visit. 
The pictures are unquestionably the finest 
that have ever been seen in a panorama in 
this city. I hope to give an extended notice 
of the exhibition next week. 

Paietta. 



MATTEBS THEATRIC. 



Mr. J. "W. Wallack was welcomed by a 
large and enthusiastic audience at Wallack's 
on Monday evening. The play was Douglas 
Jerrold's doleful •' Rent Day," than which a 
more lachrymose drama is probably not ex- 
tant. Mr. Wallack's Martin Hey wood is a 
careful,, cpn.scientious piece of acting, but 
the role is evidently uncongenial ;to him. 
In the "Dangerovts Game," he appears to 
much greater advantage as Baron de Ville- 
preux; he gives us some really splendid 
acting, the scene in the last act being par- 
ticularly worthy of mention. Next week, 
Mr. E. L. Davenport will make his first ap- 
pearance this season in " Ftill Waters Run 
Deep," and that indefinite thing an "original 
drama," is underlined for speedy produc- 
tion. 

"Marie Antoinette" has proved to be 
Madame Ristori's greatest success. The 
French Theatre is nightly crowded to wit- 
ness this chef d'oewre of dramatic art. A 
second seeing of the performance but cor- 
roborates the opinions formed at the first. 
That this is the finest piece of acting Ristori 
has yet given us, there is not a shadow of a 
doubt. From the first scene of merriment 
and brilliancy at Versailles, to that last pic- 
ture of ^misery and grief in the Conciergerie, 
she is always Marie Antoinette. Always the 
faithful wife, tender-hearted mother— <jueen. 
We lose sight of the individuality of Madame 
Ristori, and she is merged into Marie An- 
toinette. Sig. Bozzo, too, as Louis, deserves 
almost equal praise. His performance of 
the part is marked by great care "and true 
dramatic fervor, and were it not for the bad- 
ness of his "make up," would be almost 



perfect. How so thorough an artist as Sig. 
Bozzo should fall into so grave an error, is 
somewhat astonishing. Sig. Glech's Lafay- 
ette is a most consummate piece of acting; his 
agitation and excitement in the grand scene 
of the first act is withou* exception the 
most thoroughly natural thing of the sort 
that has been seen upon the New York stage 
for years. 

Madame Ristori bids farewell to New York 
at a matinee to-day, and next week we are to 
have Mr.Bateman's new troupe of French 
artists, who will open on Tuesday evening 
next in "Le Roman d'un jeune homme' 
Pauvre."...Mlle. Deborah, the leading lady, 
and Mons. Roche, the leading gentleman ; ' 
are both highly spoken of. 

Mme. Janauschek's success at the Academy 
of Music has not been an uproarious, but, 
for all that, a thoroughly genuine one. Her 
"Medea " and " Deborah " are both marked 
by an almost pre-Raphaelite finish, and 
elaboration of detail. She aims more at 
nature than effect. Strong points are often 
lost, but to make amends for this the entire 
performance is marked by equability, and 
consummate art. An art which consists in 
being natural. This Mme. Janauschek is in 
every part she has undertaken. We are 
never shocked by extravagance or exaggera- 
tion, but in their places find a pure dramatic 
fervor and power, which, never passing 
probability, always gives us a truthful and 
life-like characterization of the part repre- 
sented. 

At Banvard's Opera' House, the "Devil's" 
Auction " is in the hey-day of success. The 
scenery works better now, and the actors are 
becoming better fitted to their separate roles. 
Next week, Mme. Morlacchi, the premiere 
danseuse of the company, will make her first 
appearance ; in the meantime Mile. Sohlke's 
Hungarian Polka is turning the heads of 
many people. 

Mr. Forrest closed his engagement at the 
Broadway Theatre last Friday evening, and 
this week Miss Julia Dean has appeared in a 
round of her favorite characters to well filled 
houses. 

At the Olympic, Mr. Jefferson takes his 
farewell benefit this evening. On Monday 
next "A Midsummer Night's Dream" will 
be produced, with gorgeous new scenery 
and costumes. Miss Fanny Stockton has 
been engaged for the r6le of Oberon, and 
G. L. Fox will convulse everybody with his 
comicalities as Bottom. 

The "French Spy," that most marvellous 
combination of legs, red fire and French 
flags, has been shelved at the New York 
Theatre, and the "Angel of Midnight," a 
mysterious, blood-chilling melodrama, has 
been substituted in its place, giving Mdlle. 
Zoe an opportunity to appear in a speaking 
part, which must be a treat ! 

Shugge. 



